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_ Years ago, as it seems now, there 
“Were times when we could see ahead, 
plan the future, sow, and in due course 
reap. We didn’t always see rightly, 
‘nor plan, or even always sow, let alone 
‘Tea . But Labour did, in places and 
gat times, do all these things and in 
‘proportion as we did them the Party 
prospered. 

_ And now in these dark days we see 
ahead only through a miasma ; frustra- 
tion faces us and we go back upon our 
ee our sowing and our reaping are 
hampered by the times. Discourage- 
‘ment comes along, we feel the aim- 
Jessness of our work and suffer the 
phantom of defeat. 

_ This, in summary is what some letters 
tell us. Why, it is asked of us, do you 
want Party machinery when all the 
engines are at war? Why preach a 
policy when all, or nearly all is in the 
melting pot? Why hold together for a 
Parliamentary election, or a clash of 
parties, that may never come, or come 
years hence, and in circumstances that 
upset our present dispositions ? Why 
in short, kick against the pricks when 
inevitably our work gets harder, there 
are less to do it, and the reward grows 
dimmer? Shouldn’t we pack up, 
and start again after the war? 
_ These, we know, are the thoughts 
some comrades foster. They see the 
problems of membership, the_ diffi- 
culties in the way of normal functioning 
fie uncertainty of the Parliamentary 
situation—but that much blocks their 
vision. ‘They see nothing else. 
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and Silver Linings _ 
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4/6 per annum, post free 


Let us not minimise the situation — 


Enemy bombing hits our machine 
and that more certainly than the target 
The boa-constrictor effect of the 


nation’s war economy tightens ever 


more closely on our freedom, our 
opportunity for voluntary party work, 
and even on our pockets. We see 
no end, no eventide for sorrow, no 
dawn of hope. ; 


This is realism—as it strikes some of 


our comrades. Or is it not? 
% * * 


If one reads the “L.O.” this month, — 


last month, or for months before, one 
reads true stories from the blitzed and 
blasted areas, from all areas, from any 
and every type of constituency. The 
situation and problems we have. men- 


tioned above are common to all in ~ 


greater or less force. 

And are they downhearted? It 
doesn’t appear so. Jn not one Annual 
Report of any Party whih we have 
seen this year is to be found the slightest 
note of despair. Is this just optimism, 
or real realism ?—the word of men 
and Parties who are in the front line 
of Party problems, and who have 
found a way to grapple with them ? 
What do our dismal Jimmies say to 
that ? 

* * * 

Read again those reports, read the 
“mentions,” read all the stories, and 
the truth emerges that Labour Parties 
have just adapted themselves. Not 
that we want all this adaptation to 


Lf cn, oe 
continue; not that all adaptation 
wise or even ultimately profitable for 
the Party ; not that we prefer a com- 
forts’ fund to a campaign’for member- 
ship, or an M.O.I. meeting for a 
rousing Socialist one But the point 
is that there is no throwing in. The 
Parties survive, the faith lives, comrades 
keep together, and in one unity we 
march along. , 
¥ The essential thing to-day is that 
, the form and substance, the ideals and 
teaching of the Labour Party, its 
machinery and its membership, as 
far as may be, remain a concrete fact. 
Money needs: are not so acute as in 
' the past and generally there is less 
_ * anxiety on that score. It can be said 
here, however, that our absorption in 
non-Party work can lead to many 
evils. No Party should neglect to 
find opportunities for putting forth 
- our views; no Party should ,consider 
social service or social functions a 
substitute for either organisation or 
_ propaganda. 
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Great problems loom ahead. Last 
month we urged Labour to be chary 
about early decisions upon them. 
But when the time comes for decision 
we shall realise that a mighty force 
is a mighty big argument also. To 
the big battalions go also the big 
bargains, and in fighting or bargaining 
it is the strength and resources behind 
one that matter. 

_ We have never believed that Socialism 
“will come like a thief in the night, a 
tardy act of reparation by some great 
statesman ; we won’t be in the war 
Honours List like that! And there 
_ are Socialisms and Socialisms to-day. 
_ Labour in strength may choose the 
____ right one and take what it wishes. A 
a withered Party must take what it can— 
=] a kick in the pants and _ servitude. 
It is to-day’s attitude to Party that 
determines the choice. 


To-day’s difficulties are difficulties 
and discouragements only if we think 
and act in pre-war terms. The 

ss pessimist drones out his hymn “change 
and decay in all around I see.’ The 
, true Socialist perceives that “the old 
, order changeth giving place to new.” 
ong And goes out to shape and receive it. 
ny One more thing to remember to-day 
is that Labour last May did not yield 
up its independence, its right to propa- 
ganda’ or to organise, The Conserva- 
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remember these things for the future, 
for the after Britain is even now in 
the shaping. Working-class education 
mustn’t stop, working-class agitation 
mustn’t stop either. We yet have a 
world to win, and neither trustful 
slumber or slothful sulks are suited to 
the times. ‘e 


THE EDITOR 


Our readers will be interested to know © 
that on 19th April Mr. Herbert Drink- 
water completed his 21st year of office — 
as General Secretary of the National — 
Union of Labour Organisers and — 
Election Agents, having taken office 
in April, 1920. — 

The Union (at that time known as the — 
National Association of Labour Regis-— 
tration and Election Agents), was — 
then under the Chairmanship of Mr. 
G. R. Shepherd, present National — 
Agent. A complete re-organisation took — 
place a couple of months later and the 
organisation assumed its present form. 
The Union, itis generally acknowledged, 
has proved a powerful and useful force — 
within the party, apart altogether from 
its successful work as the Trade Union 
organisation for Labour Agents. 

August of the same year saw the 
establishment of the “Labour Organiser” 
under its present Editorship. With 
possibly one exception this constitutes 
a record for continuous editorship of a_ 
Labour journal. The ‘“‘L.O.” of course, 
“comes of age” next August. i 

The past period is, nevertheless 
only a trial run. The Editor con- 
fidently looks forward to a Jubilee— — 
and feels and looks like reaching it ! 


Additional Candidatures x 


Yorks. (Doncaster): Mr. Evelyn 
Walkden, M.P., 325 Sutton Common 
Road, Sutton, Surrey. . 


Withdrawals 


Berks. (Newbury): Mr. L. Ho 
Davison; Hants. (New Forest and 
Christchurch): Councillor R. E. Gray 
Lancs. (Heywood and Radcliffe): Mr. 
Albert Gaskell. - a 


Suspension 


Norrotk (South): Mr. Christopher 
Mayhew. ' ; BPE 


Hl 


4 


We are extremely sorry to announce 
that Mr. Andrew Fleming; Labour 


Agent at Clydebank, was injured in the 


recent blitz in that area. 


Mr. Fleming has sustained fractures 
o both arms, some crushed ribs, and 
undry cuts and bruises, and is now 
detained in the Emergency Ward, 
Lennox Castle, Lennoxtown. 


Our kindest wishes for a safe recovery 
have been sent to our old comrade 
and we are quite sure our readers join 
with us in this, and extend with 
ourselves, most sincere sympathies. 


We have reason to believe some others 
readers in the same area have sustained 
injuries but we have no confirmation. 
We particularly welcome correspond- 
ence from blitzed areas at the present 
time. 


LABOUR AGENTS’ 
SUPERANNUATION 


_ We are pleased to be in a position to 
‘announce that this matter which has 
‘been before several Annual Con- 
ferences of the Party, is now in a fair 
way of settlement, and an agreed scheme 
and recommendations thereon will be 
made to the coming Conference. 
Steps are being taken to bring the 
scheme into operation as from July Ist. 


In Scotland 


After a very long stay the Scottish 
Council of the Labour Party have 
relinquished their address at South 
Portland Street, Glasgow. The new 
address is 7, Bath Street, Glasgow, 2. 
This, of course, is now the address also 
of the Scottish Secretary, Mr. John 
Taylor. 

_ We gather also that the vacancy 
caused by the death of Mrs. Lauder, 
Scottish woman organiser, is in process 


of being filled. | 
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MORTON?S ROTARY DUPLICATORS 


Equal work to large rotary machines. 

Write for samples and list of PAPER, STENCILS, eos etc., for all 
DUPLICATORS as used by scores of Div. L.P 

14 GLOBE STREET « 


_L.O. Appeal 
We print below a list of subscri- 

bers to the appeal for funds which 

was made some time ago. We again 


thank the donors for their timely and 
generous assistance. 


: £ s. d 
The Labour Party 5 0 Oo 
Agents’ Union 
London District 5 
N.E. District = 5 On eG 
East Ham South L.P. natn QO 
Agents’ Union (Yorkshire 
Districh 2 ie SOLO 
Ald. G. J. Cressall, Poplar bee KS) 
Clay Cross D.L.P. ... nO 
Harrow L.L.P. 15. ere (3) 
Notts. Central Die» i ae 
Liverpool Co-operative Party 1 1 o 
L. & C. Regional Council ... 1 1 o 
W. Barefoot, J.P., Woolwich 1 1 0 | 
W. Howard, M.A., Leicester 1 0 0 
W. Howson, Accrington pies cove fo). 
South Notts. D.L.P. ... 1 soo 
Hendon D.L.P. 1 'Omaag 
Bedford D.L.P. ... I> O76 
Sam Hague, J.P. (5/- & 10/-) 15 0 
Ald. W. Withey, Lord ; 
Mayot,-Leeds 4" es.) “OF TOMOw 
B. Longstaffe, Barrow os 10 oO 
Frank Smith, the late oft 10 Oo 
Alecmncham, DEP. ar 10 0 
Rushcliffe D.L.P. sonal ere 10 0 
Stanmore Ward L.P. non 10 oO 
Ben Shaw, J.P., Glasgow Gp) 
Aberavon D.L.P. sae they Be Es) 
J. Selwyn Jones, St. Helens iG 
A. Murray, Whitechapel 5 0. 


CreAS 
Birmingham ... 

W. D. Hughes, Llanelly 

Ben Clare, Clayton, Man- 
chester ... 

W. Vz. Titherington, “Bradford 

Barnet L.P. s : 

Hendon L.L.P. ... 

Streatham L.P. ... 

Wii Colyer a8 ©... 

D. B. Foster, Leeds ... Aw 

Wilfred Young, Kettering ... 

A. Murie, Birmingham 


Shepherd, Co-op., 


oo 


YPYwOPUNANYNM UN 
ADADDOCOSOS 


63/- COMPLETE. 


LONDON, S.E.1 


nee: 


“— 


Bj Constituency. 
- 
oS 
_-~* Fareham 
 — High Peak 
Clackmannan and 
' East Stirling 
Ormskirk. aes 
; _ Ashton-under-Lyne Foe 
Macclesfield .. Bae 
é Streatham 
Stretford 


hate po 
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_ (Silvertown) 


Date 


1939 
Oct 6 
Oct. 7 
Oct 13 


Oct 27 
Oct. 28 
Nov. 22 


Feb. 10 


Feb. 22 


Cambridge (University) Feb 24 


Mar. 8 
Mar. 8 
ce Leeds epee z) Mar. 14 
noe Apl. to 
een Apl. 12 
fey Battersea N. Apl. 17 
; . Glasgow, Pollok Apl. 30 
i Brighton ron ad vey 9 
_E. Renfrew ... y9 
Middleton & Prestwich Mis 21 
ey Valley June 1 
_ Newcastle N. me, J UNewy 
Poplar, Bow & ree aiEy June 12 
Croydon, North i une 19 
~ ~Wandsworth Cen, June 22 
Bournemouth June 27 
Montrose Burghs July 5 
Newcastle July 5 
Newcastle W. July 5 
ih Nottingham Cen, July 20 
— _ Rochdale +0 July 20 
Wansbeck July 30 
is Mitcham Aug. 19 
Sa Pinwiood & Radcliffe: Aug. 28 
w Bolton ep. 13 
Preston Sep. 25 
Manchester Ex, Sept. 21 
Aldershot... ov. 26 
Southampton Nov. 27 
Northampton Dec. 7 
Ld Birmingham Dec. 1 
> 
RB Edgbaston 194. ; 
Doncaster + Feb, 6 
S. Dorset... we Feb. 22 
x. Petersfield... «« Feb..25 
“fa umbarton penne Warr 
Hitchin é sos Mar, TY 
oe Bodmin as, Mar.12 
3 Carmarthen, West |. Mar. 26 
a Mansfield... Apl. 9 
West Bromwich Apl. 17 


“Nat, 


Govt.”’ 


Unop. 
Unop. 


Unop. 


Unop. 
Unop. 
23,408 


Unop. 
Unop. 
Unop. 


Lab. 


15,045 


Unop. 


Unop. 
5,285 


14,343 


Unop. 


Lib. 
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| 
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Scot. N. 7,308 


Others Name of Labour men 
Elected 4 
% 
Pacifist Mr. Arthur Woodburn : 
1,060 
— Sir W. Jowitt, K.C. 
LLP. 4,424 
Com. 1,519 


— Mr. D. L. Mort 
Stop-the-War Mr. John Martin 


1,550 
Nat. Ind. 1,382 
Com. ae Mr. J. H. Hollins 
(Brit. U. 151) 
(Ind. Con.) 


9,840 
(Ind. Prog.) 
5,386 


Stop-the-War 
6,616 
Brit. U. 


722 


Fri 


Stop- the-War Mr. F. C. R. Douglas 


Stopthe- War 
2,401 


LL.P. 8,206 
Brit. U. 418 


(Unofficial Con.) 


7,380 
(com. 506), Mr. C. W. Key 
nd. 1,445 = 
Rt. Hon. 


gace! 


Bs 
3 
3 
e 
< 
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Dr. H. B. 
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Morgan 
Stop-the-War = be 
1,167 
— Mr, E. Walkden 
Com, 3,862 Mr. Adam ‘McKinlay 
Mr, R. Moelwyn Hu heal cS 
— Mr. H. B. Taylor ‘ 


5 | t 
ao i ; ei 
> 


The annual report of the Aberavon 
D.L.P. is inspiringly written, but, 
nevertheless, it records a_ creditable 
ear’s working and noteworthy activity 
in almost every useful sphere. We note 
vith pleasure that youth still carries on 
and that the women, too, display 
eat loyalty by attendances at all 
meetings. Some women’s sections that 
had become inactive are working again 
and showing good results. The year 
was financially successful and balances 
2 hand increased from £77 to £132. 
_ Barkston Ash D.L.P. is yet another 
vyhich shows increased funds in hand, 
these now standing at £118. The re- 
port pays tribute to the splendid work 
of the Local Parties during the difficult 
yeriod of 1940. We note there is a 
Labour majority on the newly-formed 
Garforth U.D.C. (12 out of 18) and 
that a Labour Group is now function- 
ing. 


The report of the Cambridge T.C. 
and L.P., always interesting, shows 
that the Central Hall has now been 
handed back by the Military Authori- 
ties; some other parties probably wish 
they were in the same boat. The hall 
is a valuable asset and counting this 
there is an excess of assets over lia- 
bilities of over £1,000. The political 
fund shows a substantial balance on 
the year’s working, and the election 
account also shows a balance in hand 
of £183. Though there has been a 
reduction in membership all round, St. 
Matthew’s Ward has increased both 
its membership and income. 


| From the report of the Darlington 
Labour Party we gather that a full- 
me collector was appointed in May 
ast and a substantial improvement in 
subscriptions has resulted. The year 
»roduced a loss of about £20, but the 
wabour Hall had its best year so far, 
and the Party show a balance of assets 
yver liabilities, amounting to £397. 
[he Party is seeking to extend its 
nembership by means of a well-drafted 
circular addressed to present members, 
vhose help it is sought to enlist in the 
‘ause of new membership, 
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The report of the Derby Labour 
Party, which is issued in its customary 
form as a sort of year book of the 
local Movement, is one to which we 
always look forward. This is one of 
our great Parties, with a Trade Union 
membership of 14,300, though the 
individual membership of 1,203 indi- 


cates that the Trade Union members _ 


do not do their share in increasing 
Party membership, even in their own 
homes. The Party lost its second — 


candidate during the year and a {100° e 
There was a © 


grant at the same time. 
fine response, however, to a_ special 
appeal, and after a difficult year, there 
remains a balance carried forward of 
£145—not a big drop on the sum in 
hand at the beginning of the year. The 
Annual Bazaar—a two days’ affair— 
raised the sum of f100, and consider- 
ing the times this was a fine achieve- 
ment, 


Doncaster D.L.P. had two serious 
set-backs during the year due to the 
deaths both of the Member, John 
Morgan, M.P., and the Agent, Mr. H. 
F. Heaviside, who was the Mayor in 
the Borough at the time he passed 
away. The Party officers are to be 
congratulated upon having maintained 
the machinery of Party under very 
difficult circumstances. 


The annual meeting of the Exeter 
D.L.P. revealed that despite the war 
Party work is being maintained. Con- 
tributions for the year amounted to 
£103 9s. 11d., although many mem- 
bers have enlisted or left the city on 
war work. Voluntary collectors had 
done yeoman work, and ‘the Social * 
Committee passed over to the Party the 
splendid sum of {150. This is some- 
thing to be proud of in war-time and a 
good start for 1941. The Party Secre- 
tary (Mr. T. C. Hendy) reported good 
work in respect to evacuees; he had 
also done considerable work for the 
Ministry of Information. The 
Women’s Sections, too, reported good 
progress. The outlook of the Party as 
a whole is indeed very sound and satis- 
factory. 
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In the early months of 1940, says 
“The London News,” the Hampstead 
Labour Party was in the news as a 
result of its disaffiliation by the 
National Executive Committee for its 
-_ pro-Communist activities. As is their 
custom, the disloyal members who 
were expelled made a great deal of 
noise in an attempt to misrepresent the 
_ position and prevent the establishment 
of a real Labour Party. 

After less than a year the annual 
report of the new Hampstead Party 
furnishes a complete vindication of the 
action of the National Executive, and 
a striking testimony to the successful 
work of the new Party. 

_ The new Party inherited a heavy 
_ debt which has been completely 
cleared, and it ends the year with a 
credit balance of £5. | Membership 
has steadily increased, regular and 
well-attended business meetings and 
monthly discussions have been held. 
The Women’s Section has continued to 
-meet weekly and has been responsible 
_ for social activities which have helped 
to clear the debt taken over from the 
disaffiliated body. 


The outstanding feature about the 
report of the MHoughton-le-Spring 
‘D.L.P. is the financial saving. The 
Party reserves have been substantially 
strengthened. There is a balance in 
the general fund of £135 and in the 
local elections expenses fund of £133 
Rules of the Party were revised during 
the year. We take this opportunity 
of extending the “L.O.’s” greetings to 
our old comrade, Harry Bainbridge, 
whose name is a household word in 
_ these parts. 


- Halifax Labour Party has an excel- 
tent year’s work to present, and in- 
creased =the membership in 1940/1 
‘ie from 1,156 to 1,557. The income from 
this source in 1939 was 162. In 
1940 it was £248—a 50 per cent. in- 
crease. Apart from this item “func- 
tions” account for £162. We con- 
gratulate the Halifax Labour Party on 
its year’s work. The year end showed 
a balance in hand of £78—{£36 more 
‘ than at ist January, 1939. 


_ A striking feature in the report of 
fhe Manchester City Labour Party is 
a 50 per cent. increase in the number 
of affiliated societies and 25 per cent. 
By ' $nmcrease in the affiliation fees. The 
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19 Jatter amo nted to , 


ie 
ed to £434, Te 
a membership of 15,301. TI 
| in addition, receipts from sun 
sources, which brought the .total in- 
come to over £700. The City Party is 
doing a great work of co-ordinatio 
and co-operation, and at no time in | 
past was the central driving force more 


in evidence. ait 


‘J 


The Morpeth D.L.P. report spea 
highly of the work of the women mem- 
bers. We note that 125 copies of the 
Labour Party 1941 Diary have been 
sold—not a bad performance. 


The Mossley (Manchester) D.L.P. 
annual report is weil-produced in a 
form which does credit to the dupli- 
cating. There is an increased balance — 
in hand, and although individual 
membership has declined by about a- 
third since 1938, affiliated membership 
has increased in the same proportion. 
During the year 541 enquiries were — 
dealt with at the various bureaux 
established by the Party in the Divi-+ 
sion. 


Constituencies like New Forest and 
Christchurch have particular difficul- 
ties in these times and indeed at all 
times. The highlight of the Division 
is the Totton L.L.P. which has, as 
usual, many activities to record. In- 
deed, the various good works done are 
too numerous to mention, though all of — 
them were performed with limited 
scope and against. great difficulties. 
The Party keeps in touch with mem- 
bers who have joined the Forces, and 
they have despatched to them both 
boxes of cigarettes and postal orders. 
The Totton Local Party has a_ hall 
which, after the small mortgage is paid 
off, becomes wholly their own property. 


The Norwich L.P. were sorely tried | 
last year, but the annual report is a 
record of continual activity and of 
triumphant working against odds. The 
sum of (215, received as the nett con- 
tribution from Ward Associations, i: 
evidence of the Party’s vitality. It i 
a figure to be proud of and only 4 
less than the previous year. 


The fate of West Bermondsey, with 
its fine headquarters, great and vigor- 
ous membership and magnificent 
organisation, is one of the tragedies of 
the war. A braver document than 


and the horror of the blitz, the report 
calmly sets down the result of the 


la zl ng the Ss 
istory) of the Institute, 


noble efforts made to salve and stay 
the organisation. What this means 
when 8o per cent. of the members had 
had their homes damaged may be 
imagined. Of their great membership 
we gather that 1,400 only remain; this 
fact, however, is amazing seeing that 
all records were lost. “Bermondsey 
Labour Magazine,” after 17 years use- 


_ ful service, has had to be suspended, 


_ purpose. 


_ but 80,000 copies were sold last year, 


prior to the blitz and suspension. But 
income exceeded expenses by nearly 
£30 for the period covered. The Party 
made its voice heard during the dark- 
est hours by means of posters. <A 
duplicated “Bulletin” now. serves the 
Some day—soon—West Ber- 
mondsey will rise again from the ashes; 
so will others, and may their ordeal 
‘not have been in vain to save posterity 
from the madness of war and the 
cruelty of destruction. 


West Fulham has already received 
full mention in the “L.O.” this year. 
The Party has collected £143 in mem- 
bers’ contributions and saved the sum 
of £24 on the year after transferring 
the sum of /f8o to the election fund. 
The latter fund now stands at {205. 
The Party appears to be in a thoroughly 
healthy condition and to be active all 
along the line, notwithstanding that 
this area has suffered badly from the 
blitz and by loss of population. 


Last, but not least, comes Woolwich, 
whose trials and successes have also 
been referred to in recent issues. The 
Party closed the year with 3,567 mem- 
bers, which was a loss of 1,300 com- 
pared with the previous year, mostly 
due to evacuation. Members’ sub- 
scriptions brought in the sum of £534 
—a decrease of only {90 on the previ- 
ous year. Woolwich more than ever 
shines out as one of the wonder Parties 
of our Movement and as a beacon in 
these dark days. 


Concluded from page 25. 
time. After consultation with the 
Scottish Organiser, Mr. John Taylor, 
it was agreed to turn the hall into a 
canteen on lines adopted by Greenock, 
and other places, but, thinking again, 
they finally decided to establish a 
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Garrison Theatre on Sunday evenings ae 


as an alternative. The venture proved 
an immediate success, and each — 
Sunday has seen packed houses, and 
many unable to gain admission. The 
theatre is open to members of the _ 
Forces, each of whom may bring a 
civilian (presumably ladies are not _ 
barred!) Scores of entertainers have _ 
been provided from various parts of 
Fifeshire, and at the present time the | 
Entertainments’ Secretary of the 
Glasgow W.V.S. is helping to provide 
the artistes. S 

Rosyth, like Greenock, has found 
that this type of activity keeps the 
practically minded members of the 
Party busy. It keeps them together, — 
and provides opportunity for Socialist — 
comradeship in doing a well worth — 
while job. The Local Secretary and — 
Labour Councillors who run the show 
efficiently are to be congratulated on — 
their enterprise and _ success, and 
incidentally on the small profit they 
are able to make for the Party. 


LET THE. 
BLACKFRIARS PRESS 
HELP YOU i/ 


Printers of this Journal. ° 
Let us help you in your | 
A work by producing 
your literature in good 
and tasteful style at — 
reasonable prices, and 
with quick despatch. 
Send us your enquiries. 


THE BLACKFRIARS PRESS 


Phone 27813 LIMITED 
Smith-Dorrien Road, Leicester 


Concluded from page 31 


to sustain its organisation. Labour’s 
own strength is the surest. guarantee 
for after-war justice: there can be no 
other. 


The Annual Conference of the West 
‘Stirlingshire Divisional Labour Party 
proved a model for other constitu- 
encies. It was a well-arranged all- 
day conference, and was attended by 
- the Rt. Hon, Tom Johnston, M.P. (now 
_ Secretary for Scotland) and the pro- 
spective Parliamentary candidate, Mr. 
A, Balfour. Our readers will have 
noted that Mr. Johnston has repeated 
_ ‘his intention of resigning from Parlia- 
“ment. Tom Johnston made an impor- 
tant speech, which was well publicised 
; . the Scottish press. 
We learn that the financial position 
of the Party is sound, and there is a 
credit balance of over £300. A special 
effort is being made to increase indi- 
_ vidual membership,. and good results 
ty are expected since nearly the whole of 
_ the electorate are engaged in reserved 
ccupations. 
tie Meeting places are difficult to get, 
but the Party is now to consider the 
_. renting of empty shops in various parts 
of the constituency as temporary pre- 
mises for Party activity. 


a 


__, The St. Matthew’s Ward of the Cam- 
_ bridge Borough Party has tackled the 
_ job of organising a dance every Friday 
_ night for the troops stationed in the 
town. In 1933 the total income from 
this Ward from all sources was £8 9s., 
_ whereas in 1940 it was (116, and for 
_ the first two months of 1941 income 
exceeded 80. Good _ relationships 
have been built up between the Party 
and the troops, and when a batch of 
_ them are transferred to another pari 
_ of the country a real send-off is given 
to them, and the committee make a 
present of cigarettes to all who are 
leaving. A large part of the profits is 
devoted to local charities and comforts 
funds. Perhaps the greatest tribute to 
a the success of the dances is that when 
the R.A-F. organised a dance they 
__ asked the Social Committee of the St. 
Matthew’s Ward Labour Party to. run 
dh the refreshment buffet. The Conser- 
vative Club has been compelled 
through financial loss, to discontinue 
0 its dances! This Ward has also organ- 
ised successful children’s socials, and 
they are now settling down to plan the 
s whole of next year’s activities, 
| Membership contributions in the 
Ward are collected by the box system, 
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and 66 families are paying their sub- 
scriptions in this way. In 1940 the 


number of boxes distributed was in 
excess of any previous year. 


South-West Hull are taking steps to — 
organise Study Groups in each Ward 
to discuss “Labour’s Peace Aims.” In 
this constituency the Parliamentar 
candidate, Councillor $. Smith, who is 
Lord Mayor of Hull this year, has in- — 
vited all membership collectors to have 
tea with him in the Mayor’s Parlour. . 
Like the Southampton Party, South- — 
West Hull believes in showing some . 


appreciation of the services of their 
collectors. 


Leicester and Market Harborough 
have, as in past years, again combined 
in certain efforts, and now hold big 
dances in the monster De Montfort 
Hall; the financial success has been q 

: 
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considerable. 


In Bedford the Party has held a con- 
siderable number of dances in the — 
largest available hall (Corn Exchange), 
and one or two other dances have been 
held in community halls. Here the 
financial gain has been substantial, and 
the Party has found an interesting way — 
of disposing tickets. Two hundred and 
fifty tickets at 1/- each are printed — 
for each dance, and most of them are © 
placed with two shops in the town, the | 
others being sold by Party members. 
Admission at the door is 1/6 for 
civilians and for troops of the rank of 
sergeant and higher-ups; other ranks 


pay 1/-. q 
Barnard Castle, finding it difficult to 
‘ 
q 
; 


secure halls for meeting-places, have 
decided to hold a regular series of — 
meetings in members’ houses. 


In Bradford we understand that all — 
the Divisional Parties are meeting at E 
regular intervals, and that 17 out of © 
the 20 Ward Committees are holding — 
regular monthly meetings. ; a 

‘ 


Maidstone D.P., nothing daunted by 
being in the line of fire, and even, we ’ 
suppose, of that long-deferred “inva- 
sion,” report distinct signs of renewed — 
interest and enthusiasm. And our > 
friends here issued an effective mem- — 


eee The Party 
Ss also revived, its former order for 
he *S1:O.” 


_A copy of the S. Bradford Co-opera- 
tive and Labour Record for March 
eaches us. We see that the guaran- 
teeed circulation is 20,000 copies per 
issue and it is good to see this publica- 
tion kept alive. An organ of the Co- 
operative Party, it is readable and 
bright. 


| From the Norwich L.P. News Letter 
—a printed 4 pp. sheet—we gather that 
Mr. Jack Brooksbank, agent and sec- 
retary, is contemplating the issue of a 
_ standard book for household inventories 
in case of air-raid damage. A useful 
_idea—there should be a good country- 
wide sale. 
aes 
_. The Lancs, and Cheshire Regional 
Council have evidently devoted earnest 
thought to the vital local problems 
connected with the war situation, and 
action. A series of circulars in this 
‘Matter give evidence of the truth of 
our comment, and they should serve 
also as an efficient guide to affiliated 
organisations and_ others as to the line 
of thought and action that is desirable 
on such matters. So many new prob- 
lems have arisen that even to catalogue 
them is a tiresome task. But Labour, 
always a Party with a policy, does well 
to tackle and to anticipate new situa- 
tions, especially when they so closely 
affect the lives, care and safety of 
those sorely tried by the war. 


Fabulous are the problems facing us 
in some of the large towns. Thus 
Liverpool, under the National Registra- 
tion Scheme, has_ recorded _ over 
200,009 removals and changes of ad- 
dresses since the war began; even this 
is a less proportion than in some other 
towns. Blitz figures, too, though shock- 
ing in their totals, are of the same 
mature. The central Labour body 
we hear had a good financial year in 
1940 and each Council meeting hears 
an address by some responsible “big 
bug” on problems arising out of the 
war. Some of the subjects have been 
“Work of the Emergency Committee”; 
“Compensation of War Damage”; 


especially that resulting from enemy . 
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‘actory Welfare Schemes” each 
speaker was an “authority.” 


We are glad to note from the Pres- _ 
ton Labour News—an able monthly 
published by the Preston Labour | 
Party, that they have been able to 
maintain both the circulation and ad- 
vertising and that there is no immedi- 
ate threat either to continued circula- 
tion or advertising revenue. The Pres- 
ton Labour News is always readable 
and its articles are intellectually above 
average. From a reference to the 
Party’s annual report we gather that 
the Social Committee was very active 
during the year, with an income of ~ 
£140 and a nett profit of £57 to Party 
funds. There was also a Comforts 
Fund, which amounted to {260. The 
Party has a list of 800 names and 
addresses of men and women connected 
with the Party now serving with the 
Forces. a 


Sasa ata A = 
1918 was a year which saw the — 
establishment of many Divisional and 
Local Parties, and our records show _ 
that in a few instances the same officer _ 
has continued throughout the whole 
period. It was good to see Mr. L. 
Shipley, Secretary of the Heanor L.L.P., 
who is one of the officers’ referred to, — 
being honoured the other day by a | 
presentation at the Heanor Town Hall ~ 
at an assembly which included Mfr, 
G. H. Oliver, M.P. for the Ilkeston 
Division, and other leaders. 
The Heanor L.L.P. was formed on 
16th April, 1918, and it has been one— 
of the most active and well-conducted 
Parties in the Midlands. Mr. Shipley — ¥ 
has proved an earnest, hard-working — 
and loyal Secretary, and might, but 
for personal reasons, have taken high if 
position in the Party. Mr. Shipley has _ 
acted as election agent in the Division, 
and to his efforts the Party owes the 
recapture of the seat in 1935. 


” 
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At the beginning of the winter 
Rosyth Local Labour Party (Dun- 
fermline Burghs D.L.P.) had reason to 
believe that their Labour Hall was 
likely to be requisitioned by the 
naval authorities, and since the hall m 
was a good source of revenue the ‘ 
Officers and members put on their 
thinking caps and decided that they % 
would try to serve both the nation 
and the Party at one and the same 

Concluded on page 23 
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4 Sh-r-ow—sn-arre; sh-r-own—sn-are- 


ae Ch; sh-r-owh—sn-arre-r-r-r. Not 
oe pretty, I own, as a specimen of ortho- 
graphy. But if you practise the 
notes (in some deep shelter) you may 
_, be able to give a realistic relay of the 
sounds that issued, one Sunday after- 
noon, indeed any Sunday afternoon, 
ie hrough the parlour window of 37, 
 Buxom Road. 


Gloucester is a port, and the SS. 
Shaitock had a most efficient foghorn. 
Don’t jump to conclusions however. 
§.S. stands for Sarah Susan, and in 
Mrs. S. S. Shattock’s name you will note 
an excess (another S) of curves and 
swellings. And that indeed was the 
rst thing that would strike you on 
beholding Sarah in the flesh—which 
_. of course you wouldn’t do; you would 
take your observations, as we did, 
while she’s dressed—today in her 
_ Sunday satin. 
_ A quarrelsome neighbour (the year 
by the way is 18—) once called Sarah 
_ a camel: which was wrong, for a 
camel has only one hump. Two 
a humps go to a Bactrian. But it would 
take two Bactrians to make a Sarah 
and then some, for Mrs. Shattock was 
all humps—capital SSS’s and small 
sss’s from hair to ankles. 


_The one thing straight about Mrs. 
Shattock was her straightness. Buxom 
Road (it wasn’t named after her) was 
~~ a ssilum, but Sarah kept herself to her- 
self and her children too. The little 
parlour we have noted was papered and 

__ spotlessly clean. The kitchen and the 
front and back bedrooms were white- 
washed or blue-washed and the bare 
- floors were scrubbed white. There 
was but one bed—in the front béd- 
room, and the bedclothes and chintz 
a bed-vaiance were fresh. Nor were the 
y flea marks on the pillows more than 
= few and far between. And that was the 
hallmark of housewifery in those Vic- 
torian days when cloths were long 
and baths and sanitation just as short. 


Ben Shattock had been dead some 
years at the time this story opens. A 
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. bed and the absence of Sarah and 


mild-mannered steady engine-driver, — 
he had succumbed one winter to the — 
perils of double-homing—not land- 
ladies or their daughters, but a damp 


warmth and attention. A pious man © 

and a careful one, his widow stood ~ 

well with the Church and what with — 

alms and something left in the 

stocking, Sarah rubbed along not too : 

badly. ‘ 
= * * 

Sarah’s eleven years of married life 
had given the world nine children, but 
despite a mother’s care and a father’s 
prayers “God had seen fit,” as Sarah put 
it, to take seven of them. Jimmy aged 
ten and Benny aged nine were now 
the all-in-all of Mrs. Shattock’s life. 

If Sarah nad a spark of love more 
for one than the other it was for 
Jimmy, the stronger of the two and one J 
who had lasted through. Both boys — 
were sheltered by Sarah from the j 
evils of the outdoor ~world and despite 
the School Board, 37, Buxom Road 
was their prison and their playground j 
for most of the year round. 

Benny was a problem child, wistful, — 
dreamy and delicate, but mentally 
acute beyond his years. Way back in 
his pedigree some force vastly dif- 
ferent to Mrs. Shattock was working. 
We shall see the result. 

Jimmy and Benny slept with ma. © 
Jimmy lay on the left, on the “cuddling 
side” as Sarah said, for that way she 
turned to sleep. She lay with one fat 
arm under him, the other acting as 
extra blanket. That Jimmy survived — 
the aroma of gin and the rattle of © 
Sarah’s tonsils confirms our statement — 
as to his superior constitution. ’ 

As for Benny, he lay under the cliff, 
the mountain side, so to speak, warm — 
against his mother’s back. Maybe he > 
sometimes felt lonely; but if he did, 
Benny never complained, or asked for — 
love and cuddles. Sleeping, he > 
snuggled near; awake, he just lay still 
and pondered. 

Boys of nine and ten ought not to be 
sleeping with their mothers. There are 
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ness in her bedroom regardless, or 
nearly so, of the boys. Jimmy she 
hid from a little; she should have been 
more careful of Benny. When she 
changed her chemise which was once 


a fortnight, that little innocent saw 


much that he shouldn’t. The bed 
was an old-fashioned wooden one with 
no bottom rail or foot. Sarah stood 
back to the bed on these occasions and 
Benny saw all from her knees upwards. 


Benny the dreamer, and a budding 
scholar too, would look—and ponder. 
From the back of the knees upward the 
left leg reminded him of Patagonia to 
Peru. The right leg at the knee he 


_ likened to South Africa, and upward 


he traced Sahara and Europe, then 
Asia and the vast lands beyond. A 
dreamer, Benny saw no ill in this, nor 
must you. Sarah’s was a rare figure. 
_To Benny it was natural and proper. 
But he pondered on all he saw; and as 
we shall see he remembered details. 


It was thus the little Shattocks 
“grew in beauty side by side.” Both 
were good-looking boys, but Jim made 
muscle, while Benny read books and 
started to draw—shapes and figures 
that he shouldn’t. Before he was ten 
he developed a gift for art. At first 
he sketched crudely but at school a 
kindly master took him over. His 
drawings developed, though some were 
censored by Sarah. Ma was troubled 


: : 
now over the boys’ ages and a parting . 


was near. It came unexpectedly. 
: * * * 
One dark morning Jimmy wakened 
suddenly. Ma’s arm was cold and 


there was a silence that frightened 
him. As he had done more than once 
lately he jumped up to give Sarah a 
slap; but the slap missed fire some- 
how. It didn’t sound right and 
mother didn’t move. 
Jimmy turned and pulled her nose 
but ma’s great head just yielded to his 
pull and fell back heavily. Sarah 
didn’t speak or move. She just stared. 
Jimmy realised now that something 
awful had happened. Terror seized 
him. He let out a shriek that was half 
a wail and half a mother-call—“Mah-m 
—mam.” 
There was no answer from Sarah. 
But as the echo faded, a voice spoke 


unashamedly like that. He had never 
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from the other side of the mountain, a ‘ 


matter-of-fact little voice. It simply 
said “Mother’s dead!” 


* * * 


~* 


Come with me now to the tops of 
the Cotswolds where the air is clear 
and clean. Death stalks in the valleys. 
The high hills are of heaven. 


In a hollow we shall find a yellow- 


grey farmhouse called “The Shat- 
tocks.”” Old Ben’s cousin lives here, as 
Shattocks have done for generations. — 
After the inquest Tom Shattock took 
charge of the boys, and we can now. _ 
proceed. pe: 
Farming on the Cotswold tops is _ 
hard going. But Jimmy took to the _ 
farm as an owl takes to hooting. He 
grew knowledgeable with the years, bu 
there is no incident to report concern- 
ing him. ye 
Benny, howevr, failed at farming. — 
His was an artist’s hand. Tom Shat- — 
tock, noting his delicate form and in- 
aptitude for anything else, gave him — 
encouragement. Art and The Cots- | 
wolds are twin terms, and the fol Ae: 
and valleys harbour artists. Two 
vears at an art school and six at his © 
easel, with the benefit of criticism and 
advice, made Benny more than ~ 
mediocre: he gave promise, and in his 
work. which was always portraiture, 
there was an occasional flash of — 
genius. e 
* * * - 
Jim and Ben were 20 and 1g respec 
tively when the Great War broke out | 
That much would hardly disturb “The _ 
Shattocks.” It was the land girls that 


shocked and shook the Cotwolds, not 


the war. 


and a bit, descended on her uncle like ~ 
a whirlwind. The farm was a-flutter 
from the start. The two young men 
felt the full force of the visitation, 
and what must they do but both fall 
in love. 

Jimmy, to an outsider, stood the best 
chance. He was the handsomest and 
one hundred per cent. in love. He 
took Edith for all she was, face, figure, 
failings (there were some) and rigout. 

Benny loved too, a mighty, passion- 
ate, all-consuming love—but none the 
less with reservations. Sarah hadn’t 
worn breeches, at least openly and 


drawn or painted or seen any female 
figure but his mother’s: the canvases 
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Edith Shattock, Tom’s niece, age 19 
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ists he had looked on as 
‘immature. So on this account Jim 
should have won easily. Moreover, 
Benny was ill. He was: wasting, folks 
said, and was a fool to think of 
‘marriage. 

However, it was just like Edith to 

fancy Benny. For a few heavenly 
weeks this went on, then commonsense 
conquered. Edith turned him down 
and accepted Jimmy. 
_. Benny had his studio in a loft over 
the cart-shed. It was here a tragic 
interview took place with Edith. 
( ynered, she couldn’t do else than 
ell him the reason for her choice. 
Her probable early widowhood; the fate 
of any possible child; Edith was honest 
_and plain when he pressed. 

Then Benny took the blow. He saw 
yond—his end now. He gave Edith 
~ her freedom but extracted one promise : 
_ she must sit for him while he painted 
her portrait, and then goodbye. 

_ So it was that Edith, soon to be a 
bride, gave Benny several sittings, 

After which he gave himself up to the 
portrait. He permitted no one to the 
- studio and the weeks dragged on while 
he painted, re-touched, or sat back to 
adore. His life would end with the 
_ picture, but Edith (how he loved her), 
she should live for ever on that canvas, 
md with him. 

One day Benny called Jim to the 
studio. The picture was finished but 
on its frame it was awkward for his 
purpose. So he had cut it away and 
_ rolled it lightly in a tube, sealing it 
carefully. He was giving up the 
_ studio, and counting the days to the 
end. In vain Jim tried to cheer him, 
_ to ease his end. Benny knew too much 
and wanted a promise from Jim that 
_ when he died a certain roll should be 
buried with him in his coffin. Jim 

_ promised. He did more: he tried with 
a brother’s love to delay fulfilment. 
In vain: Benny lingered longer than 
was likely, but the end came. It was 


_ Jim who announced one morning 
me: (+ ee ? ” 2? 
Benny’s dead. 
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____ Here follow rapidly several incidents, 
__ The undertaker’s men. screwing down 
___the coffin, found the roll. Unrolling 
same they sniggered and took it with 
them. Thus Benny’s wish might have 

| been unfulfilled but for remorse or 
| ‘misgivings. That night the canvas 
was handed over to a local school- 


The next afternoon five gentlemen, — 
artists all, met in an artistic hostelry 
at Bourton-on-the———. They heard © 
from Benny’s old master a strange tale — 
and then he uncovered the canvas 
showing the head only. The artists 
gasped. It was a woman’s face— 
living — yes, LIVING. The _ eyes 
surely moved; that smile—surely it 
spreads?; those lips—did they open, or 
is it fancy? The men gaze on some 
thing uncanny, unheard of—a _ master- 
piece of paint and pigment such as the 
world hadn’t seen. There is fame and ~ 
fortune for the artist, they say; the 
galleries of all Europe are open to him, 
says another. Art is reborn; and soon. — 
But as the old art-master covers 4 
Edith’s head, he said simply, “Benny’s 
dead!” 


Now, please, the lower half of the 
picture, for further mystery lies here. 
Gosh!—an inartistic expression but 
five men simultaneously make it. They 
can say nothing else for some minutes. 

Imagine Edith with Sarah’s body! 
For that was Benny’s conception of 
perfect feminine beauty. And it was 
his masterpiece; nay, a masterpiece for 
all time! 

Those curves are perfect — superb. 
The light falls here, the shadows 
there, and the form stands out like 
sculpture. There’s beauty in every 
roll of fat from Patagonia to Peru as 
Benny would have it; in Africa, Europe 
and in Asia. There is no ugliness on 
earth, say some. There wasn’t any 
here either. 

The artists confer again. An 
Epstein on canvas, says one. They 
talk quietly and reverently, as men do 
in the presence of great awe. Perhaps 
even they can feel some touch of — 
reflected greatness or glory, for have 
they not discovered—is it a Raphael, 
an Epstein, or a greater than the two ~ 
rolled into one? ee, 

And now the disposal of the picture. 
Who owns it—posterity or the dead? 
There is a debate, and at last a com- 
promise. They adjourn. 


* * * 
Next day was cold. Edith couldn’t — 
attend the funeral so the artists never 


recognised the original. But after the 
concourse had moved away two men > 


: 
* * * ‘ 
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offin. Benny had his 
y, but near enough for 
_ Some day, dear reader, an aged 
artist, who lives on the Cotswolds 
(there is only one of the five still 
living) will pass away. That, maybe, 
will be the end of this story. Or he 
may babble, as dying men do, of 
_ treasure, of great riches for the digging. 
If this happens I fancy I hear the 
clash of spade upon stone; a cry of 
exultation, and then of disappointment. 
Then a shout, but of amazement, and 
other cries by subdued and critical 
men. And last a long low murmur of 
men’s adoration for a beauty that is 
new and is unique—the beauty that 
was the soul of an artist as he painted 
his loved one and the figure of his 
mam. 


Party Discipline 


A thoughtful article on “Party 
Discipline’ by J. Stewart Cook 
appeared in a recent issue of the ““Read- 
ing Citizen.” Mr. Cook, by the way, 
is Secretary of the University of 
London L.P. and also of the Berkshire 
Federation of L.Ps. 

The writer points out that expul- 
sions and _ disaffiliations from the 
Party seem to take place without 
objection to the grounds stated by the 
N.E.C. when the persons or bodies 
affected have no communist or leftish 
connection. It is only when there 
are these connections that objection 
takes place. He goes on: 

“Freedom of opinion and expression 
within a political Party must obviously 
be more limited in scope than freedom 

of opinion and expression within the 
State. Within the State, the utmost 
possible freedom should be allowed ; 
within a political Party, the scope of that 
freedom must be narrowed in accord- 
ance with the fundamental objectives 
of the Party itself. Thus it is right 
that a Fascist, or a Conservative, 
should be debarred from membership 
of the Labour Party. Is it right that 
a Communist should be similarly 
disbarred ?”? ‘The writer proceeds: 

“This problem of ‘party discipline’ 
does not arise in the Conservative or 


Liberal parties. For, although those 
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S have wide differences of opinion 
in their ranks, membership of them does _ 
not carry any right of a real kind to 
Participate in the control of the party — 
or in determining its policy... The 
contrast with the Labour Party is 

plain. Here is a Party which, with all 

its faults and imperfections, does place _ 
the ultimate control of party policy 
in the hands of its millions of members. _ 
Its leadership is democratically elected. _ 
Its Annual Conference is no Reichstag et 


_ 
called solely to applaud and approve. 
Its activities extend far beyond the 
mechanical problems of electioneering _ 
and involve important cultural, educa- _ 
tional and social aspects. And to — 
complete the contrast, I hope I may be — 
forgiven, after long experience of many 
conferences in our Party, for suggesting _ 
that some comrades join the Party, ba 
not because they agree with it, but a 
because they disagree with it. i 

“Moreover, the Labour Party is - 
unique in yet another respect—this — 
time an unfortunate one. It is the 
only political party which is system- 
atically subjected to what the Russians _ 
would call “internal aggression” by a _ 
rival and opposed political Party, ~ 
namely the Communist Party. There ~ 
can surely be little difference of opinion 
about this fact... . 


“Now the Communist Party is a _ 
political party opposed to the Labour 
Party. Its “Socialism” is something — 
very different from the Socialism of the 
Labour Party and its conception of how 
Socialism is to be achieved is diame- 
trically opposed to that of the Labour — 
Movement. In addition, the C.P. 
claims the right tonominate Communist __ 
candidates in opposition to Labour © 
candidates at elections and frequently 
exercises that right. " 
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“Ts it intolerant, or unreasonable, to 
suggest that, if a member of the Labour 
Party honestly agrees with the Com- 
munist standpoint, that member, in 
common honesty, should leave the 
Party and join the Communist Party ? 
Is it attacking the right to express 
one’s views in the Party to suggest 
that those whose real allegiance is to 
its rival should transfer that allegiance 
to where it belongs ?” 

We are sorry that our extracts do 
not give full justice to the reasoning 
or facts set forth, but in the limits of 
space we have tried to set out the 
salient points of an excellent article. 
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PORTSMOUT 
Under the Blitz 
Our readers will, we know, read with 
interest and admiration the following 
condensed extracts from a _ letter 
giving a full account of Portsmouth 
trials and Party activity. The letter 
is from Mrs. K. F. Cooper, the hon. 
secretary, and we appreciate the 
magnificent spirit that is shown 
throughout :— 
Since the raids started in Ports- 
- mouth last July many of our members 
have suffered in various ways, inclu- 
ding myself last August when we 
were bombed out; my house, and the 
house next door, also my property, 
‘were destroyed. The office of the 
North Portsmouth Division was also 
very badly damaged, and in the raid 
on January t1oth the office had all the 
_ windows blown out and roof damaged, 
_ but equipment was not damaged or 
_ destroyed. 
We set up a War Emergency Com- 
mittee at the beginning of the war, 
but as things remained fairly quiet at 
_ the beginning we reverted back to the 
ordinary meetings. These were fairly 
- well attended until the beginning of 
_ the winter when as happened very 
_ often we had just started when the 
_ “Alert” would sound. We used to 
‘carry on until we got through the 
necessary business, but so many 
members got held up on their journey 
home through the ’planes being over- 
_ head and heavy gunfire that we 
decided to put the War Emergency 
Committee into operation. ; 
__ We held our annual meeting on 
=, Sunday, March 9th. There was a good 
_ attendance, and we were able to hold 
it without disturbance. At’ the 
moment of writing I have not heard 
of any casualties among our members 
____ in the raids last week, but many more 
have had to move because of damage. 
In the raid of January 1oth, Mr. 
Stephen Bath was killed on his way 
home from the Dockyard. Mr. Bath 
had put in many years’ work for the 
Movement in Portsmouth, and was a 
__very valuable member. He will be 
sh sadly missed by both the Trade Unions 
B and Labour Party. 
Pe, In common with other parties up 
and down the country we are finding 
_ it difficult to get in the collections 
due to the removal of so many mem- 
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meetings. One Section had arranged 
for their annual tea, but Hitler inter- 
vened and the tea had to be postponed — 
because there was no gas or electricity. — 
The Northern women managed to get 
theirs in, and what a tea; practically 
everything was provided by the 
members; home-made cakes including 
doughnuts and congress tarts, sugar 
provided. The social evening had 

just concluded when the unwelcome 

visitors arrived, but the members all 

got home safely. 

Our working class areas have had 
the brunt of the raids, and it is a sad 
sight to see so many homes destroyed 
after all the love and thought that 
built up these, although our slum 
areas are cleared quicker than ever a 
council could or would move. Wee 
these were somebodies’ homes. Our 
people are to be admired; one meets 
them in every district after a raid 
trying to salvage something, and a 
joke is made, and then a laugh. What 
courage and endurance, and it is this 
that will help us to build a new and 
better Portsmouth. I must add a word 
about our Labour members on the — 
Council, Councillor Lacey is one of 
the four City Council’s War Emer- | 
gency Committeemen, and is putting 
in many hours especially after there 
have been raids, Councillor Lacey’s 
work is very much appreciated and 
he has at times been away from the 
dockyard the best part of a week at a 
financial loss to himself. The other 
Councillors are very energetic, after it 
is known that their wards have suffered 
they are there, and very often while 
the raid is in progress they are on the 
spot. 

The three women’s sections have 
been doing various kinds of work 
during the war, but the best they are 
doing, to my mind, is that they “adop- 
ted,” as it were, the Futcher’s Schoo] 
for children who are crippled. This 
school is under the Councils’ control, — 
but the children are from very poor 
homes, so our women got funds 
together, and collected clothing; this — 
was remade to fit; wool was made into — 
jerseys for the boys and this work is: — 
very much appreciated by the Head 
Mistress and the Foster Parents, the 
children themselves sending us - little — 
letters of thanks. We have been a 
little disorganised lately due to raids, 
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try that have lost members, 
offices, etc., the Portsmouth Labour 
Parties’ sympathy. To them as to 
ourselves we say “Carry On.” And 
when victory is won we will play our 
part to the building of a better world, 
built on a sure foundation of an 
everlasting “Peace” and Socialism and 
an international commonwealth of all 
peoples. 

I would like you to know how the 
women of Portsmouth have rallied 
round the Party. Two women are 
chairmen of the North and South 
Divisions, and the secretaries of each 
Division and the Borough Party are 
women. So many of our men are 
working on war work or are in the 
services, so the women are carrying 
on until the men come back again. 


Restoration of our Rights 
A Problem for Labour 


A correspondent asks us to elucidate 
our attitude and references to Sir 
Archibald Sinclair’s promise of “‘res- 
toration”’ of liberties, rights and customs 
which we challenged in our November 
issue and to which a passing reference 
was made last month. 

We readily do so, remembering that 
the point we made was that Labour 
shouldn’t be too ready to accept such 
assurances, and that the best guarantee 
of the return of restoration was not a 
politician’s promise, but the existence 
of a Party powerful enough to perform 
all necessary acts of restitution itself. 
Our points are: 

1. No statesman can pledge a future 
Parliament. Indeed, he himself may 
not be in it, and anyway we are not 
hoping or expecting Sir Archibald to 
be in a position to have a say on the 
‘subject when the time comes. 

2. The terms of the promise are 
ambiguous and capable of alternative 
construction and of dispute. The 
term “when the war is over” is in- 
definite—the official end of the last 
war came 23 years after the Armistice. 
And is restoration to be automatic 
(as implied) or dependent on negotia- 
tion, legislation, modification, com- 
promise and delay? Further, the 
terms of the promise confine its 
performance to a period “when the 


_ that Labour, in Sir Archibald’s eye, is a 
hostage, to be discharged with what 
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was in his pockets if all goes well, 
but to await a very uncertain fate if 
things don’t pan out. 

3. To talk to Labour of restoring 2 
our liberties and Trade Union rights : 
after the war as if that settles the _ 
account is to forget certain factors. 
One supposes that the financiers, 
profiteers, landlords, bad employers 
and idle classes will demand a similar 
deal. Lots of the said “rights’— 
the right to strike for instance— 
were but puny first-line barriers 
against oppression, exploitation and 
injustice. If the new world is coming _ 
after the war we won’t want the weapons 
of the old. And if it isn’t coming and ~ 
we are to go back to the status quo ante 
—well there’s a bigger row coming 
that Mr. Sinclair will dream of. | 
“Restoration” will be the watch-word 
of the wolf as well as of the sheep. 
The status quo ante is going to be as 
unpopular as the Luftwaffe. But the 
latter does work; the former cannot. 

4. To sum up, let Labour and Sir — 
Archibald leave talk of “restoration” 
alone. There is a bigger price now 
to be paid for the loan of our liberties ; 
and, by the way, this talk of a new © 
world means that the price is promised. — 

Britain, before the war, was a land © 
of rich and poor; of over-reaching — 
wealth on one side and degradation on 
the other. Power, pride and palaces 
were for one class, and sorrow, subjec- Ug 
tion and slumdon for the other. 
“Liberty” was license to exploit; 
“trade union rights” didn’t prevent — 
slumdom and disease, which couldn’t — 
be abolished because the nation was 
“too poor” (though it wouldn’t have — 
cost a tythe of one week’s war expendi- 
ture). ‘““Trade union rights” indeed 
count for little, if all workers got their 
rights. 
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So now our correspondent knows 
why the “L.O.” discounts Sir Archi- 
bald’s promises. But we discount 
also those promises of a new world, s 
whoever makes them, unless Labour ’ 
is going to.be strong and able to a 
insist upon literal performance. Let fe 
those who would lessen Party work 
to-day mark these words. 

It is because we have this peril of the 
status quo ante mind, that we urge Labour 

Concluded on page 23 


oT ee a 


ae 


me No. tion 
Fis eal) 7 CD 
a B16 SB 
Pecgia (a' = 

et — A68 cD 


Beye! 
 G80/81 DB 


ar G88 BD 


_ Daé7 BD 
s a CD 
e D295 CD 
D374 SB 


D375 CD 
D377 CD 
“4 A435 BD 


H485/7 DB 
J556 CD 


. eo pa: 


es 


Te Se a Fe Ghee ee 
» aad , 7 


list of Divisional Secretaries pu 
It should be noticed that no dist 
-_ retary and a change of address. 
July and later issues.) 


Index Descrip- 
No noi of Organisation Present Secretary and Address 


e LABOUR P 


List of 


we 
‘ng list officially supplied continues our record of changes to date in the 
either blished in the 1940 Report of the Annual Conference. 
inction is made in this list between a change of sec- 


Bedford D.L.P. 
Wallasey T.C. & 
EAE 


Blaydon D.L.P. 

Leyton T.C. & 
Aes 

Upton D.L.P. 

Harwich D.L.P. 


Ashford D.L.P. 
Sevenoaks D.L.P. 


Bury D.L.P: 
Withington D.L.P. 
Holborn D.I..P. 


Fast Islington 
D.E.PS 


Stoke Newington 
‘DC, Soles 

South Tottenham 

2) )8 Brel 

Brentford & 
Chiswick D.L.P. 

Hendon D.L.P. 
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D.L.P. Alterations é 
The entry is made in full in either case. (See also 


Mrs. L. Francis, 29, Oldfield Road, Bedford. 
Coun. B. IncHaM, 19, Willowcroft Road, Wallasey, — 
Cheshire. iy 
Mr. T. Picrorp, 4, Rossendale Terrace, Willing- 
ton, Co. Durham. ; : 
Mr. C. J. Mitts, 568, High Road, London, E.10. 


Miss D. Smiru, 11, Crescent Road, Upton Manor, 

London, E.13. 

Mr. J. P. BeNsTEAD, Woodstock, Tollgate, Dover- — 
court, Harwich. 7 . 

Mr. Dang, 17, Queen Street, Ashford, Kent, 

Mr. E. CHANDLER, 20, Lennard Road, Dunton 

Green, Sevenoaks, Kent. 

Mr. W. O’NEILL, 7A, Haymarket Street, Bury, 

Lancs. 

Mr. H. O. HEATHER, Flat 6, 27, Wilmslow Road, 
Withington, Manchester, 20. 

Miss J. Topp, 140, Russel Court, Woburn Place, 
London, W.C.1. : 

Coun. F. SToNHAM, 135, Highbury New Park, ~ 
London, N.s. 

Ald. A. Watson, J.P., 70, Highbury New Park, — 
London, N.s5. " 

Coun. F. A. Keay, 142, Roslyn Road, South 
Tottenham, London, N.15. 

Mr. R. S. W. Pottarn, 5, Bath Road, Chiswick 
London, W.4. | 

Coun. G. R. RICHARDSON, 37, Ravenshurst — 
Avenue, Hendon, London, N.W.4. oe - 
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Wimbledon, Merton Miss W. M. Hitt, 267, The Broadway, Wimbledon, _ 


& Morden D.L..P. London, S.W.19. 


Chertsey D.L.P. 
Epsom D.L.P. 


Leeds South-East 
D.L.P. 


Ripon D.L.P. 
Cardiff B.L.P. 


Motherwell & 
Wishaw L.P. & 
TES 


Edinburgh South 
D.LP. 
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Mr. J. Parr, 104, Church Road, Byfleet, Surrey. 


Coun. A. Barn, J.P., 13, The Avenue, Worcester 
Park, Surrey. 


Mr. J. E. Hopkinson, 25, Royal Avenue, Hunslet, — 
Leeds, ro. 


Mr. W. Rocers, 10, Claro Road, Harrogate, Yorks. 
Mr. W. J. HEaDon, 53, Clive Street, Cardiff, Glam. — 


Mr. R. Gorpon, 65, Adele Street, Motherwell, | 
Lanarks. , 


Mr. A. Lawrtg, 57, Montague Street, Edinburgh, : 


